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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION 

The Honorable Ann M. Kuster 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Kuster: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework/br Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (CO2,) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.' 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
ittp	)	hn tL . It tti 	 ii	ii I Ni hi ( ) 2 it I( ill i I tIn-, htiti Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at: Iiur.	aio'. sah. 

Internet Address (URL) http //www epa gov
Recycled/Recyclable Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer. Process Ch'orine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
!evsjpshaçpgpv or (202) 564-2095.

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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	 UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

L PROc

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION 

The Honorable Bruce Westerman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Westerman: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (C 02) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework Jor Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (CO2from Sialionary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.2 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

2 The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
hp Lp I	(Jitla lkLh IDLL gtLLIflI Rtfl hIo..LnIL uiii ort html Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at: http:!w,a.th. 

Internet Address (URL) http//wwwepa gov
Recycled/Recyclable Printed with Vegetable OLI Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
ijjoshepov or (202) 564-2095.

Sincerely, 

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION 

The Honorable Peter Welch 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Welch: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework for Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide ('CO2) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.3 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO 2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
litti 	 I 1 O\	lIlt IILLI1 ti32..	I II I Ii II LLI3IL LflhIlO!l httnt Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at: !ip: 't '

Internet Address (URL) . http//wwwepa gov
Recycled/Recyclable Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
lewijpshIçpagov or (202) 564-2095.

Sincerely,

e3 

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, DC. 20460

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION 

The Honorable Ann Kirkpatrick 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework Jbr Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (CO2,) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.4 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of fbrests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
hitp Lp	O\ Jtm ikd tnt ,.ItLctnIloI1 I	.. tilL LI I	on html Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at: http:v	 ih 

Internet Address (URL) http /Jwww epa gov 
Recycled/Recyclable . Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 1000/o Postconsumer Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
lesjpshicpaov or (202) 564-2095.

Sincerely, 

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

The 1-lonorable Peter DeFazio 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman DeFazio: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework for Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (CO2.) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.5 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO 2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
Ititp	Ii n ltkk 1	h/llutlts hi	it.. .nii .,ion him Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at: htlp:ww\vept.00\sah. 

Internet Address (URL) http //ww epa gov
Recycled/Recyclable Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 

or (202) 564-2095.

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, DC. 20460

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION 

The Honorable Scott Tipton 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Tipton: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CO 2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework fbr Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide ('CO2) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.6 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO 2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

'The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
hti4 Lp r)\ Lhlfl ltLch tDL JiLL mi RHt hioL n unt on hml Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at: hJpi..gqyi. 

Internet Address (URL) http //wwwepa gov
Recycled/Recyclable Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA' s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1ewisJpshepa.gov or (202) 564-2095.

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION 

The Honorable Paul Tonko 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Tonko: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework fbr Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (CO 2,) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.7 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
hliji L	\ hut it di ttigL !illtt,tol1s hloLi.lit	niton hititit Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at:

Internet Address (URL http Jlwww epa gov
Recycled/Recyclable . Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer. Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA' s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
IewisjoshIepagpv or (202) 564-2095.

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION 

The Honorable Richard Nolan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Nolan: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (C 02) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework for Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide ('CO2,) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.8 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
hup	i	in ikch ni.... Lh... iniion hlo....LIli.. nii	on liinil Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at: hiip:; \\wvLTa.Cov i1i. 

Internet Address (URL) http //wwwepa gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA' s Office of Congressional and ntergovernmenta1 Relations at 

is.jleagpv or (202) 564-2095.

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION 

The Honorable Collin C. Peterson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Peterson: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CU2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework for Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide ('CO2,) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.9 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO 2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
htip	r	dun uu.h UiL h.Lln1inn hionlc cnn IOfl 11101 Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at:

Internet Address (URL) . http Jlwww epa gov
RecycledlRecyclable Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 

or (202) 564-2095.

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION 

The Honorable Sean Duffy 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Duffy: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CO 2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework for Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (CO2) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board)° 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO 2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

10 The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
htip L	O\ ..Iim ttc..ch logy.. oIticlnIlon hio....t.ntc LI1t!sIon html Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at: htrpL.epa.govah. 

Internet Address (URL) . http //wwwepa gov 
Recycled/Recyciable Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
lis.josh(ipagy or (202) 564-2095.

Sincerely, 

Janet U. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION 

The Honorable Walter B. Jones 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Jones: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CO 2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework Jbr Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (CO 2.) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.' 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO 2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

" The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
h,tp	p i	tin iEc.dtaitgc gIt...unii ti hiocni.. U1tt\tOfl Ittini Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at:

Internet Address URL) http J/www epa gay 
Recycled/Recyclable Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 

or (202) 564-2095.

Sincerely, 

k 
Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Sean Patrick Maloney 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Maloney: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CO 2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework for Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide ('CO2,) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.'2 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO 2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

2 The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
I-ti p	p	 I in ik Ii	,hi.t in I	On blo....Ltt ii. Lit t I on him Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at: pp..

Internet Address (URL) http Jlwww epa gov
Recycled/Recyclable . Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
IJsh@c'c or (202) 564-2095.

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

The Honorable Mark Takai 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Takai: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework ,for Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (CO 2,.) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.'3 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

3 The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
blip Lp i	Jtiii ltLh mgL hcmi on hlOa LRIL liii Ot html Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at: hitV:

Internet Address (URL) http f/www epa gov
Recycled/Recyclable Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1isj thj gp or (202) 564-2095.

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

The Honorable Bruce Poliquin 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Poliquin: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework/br Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide ('CO2,,) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.'4 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
htIp 	 i	tJiin itLh utc L11gcntllon blogLnl. iiii'on html Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at: htip7wjgtk. 

Internet Address (URL) http//wwwepa gov
Recycled/Recyclable Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
IcvJsjoshiQepa.pv or (202) 564-2095.

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

PRO

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION 

The Honorable Jerry McNerney 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman McNerney: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework for Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (CO 2,) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.15 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO 2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

5 The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
ho1	pt	Inn iicch tn	ItflU'lOn hioun. L!t1llon html Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at: hupjyw',cpagov±ah. 

Internet Address (URL) http //www epa gov
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer. Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at iJhicpg or (202) 564-2095.

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Tony Cardenas 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Cardenas: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework jbr Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (CO2) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.'6 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

0. The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
htt1 Lp ..U\ dint iEt.t. Ii ifli lot flo'i0t0. hto.LiitL . iit'ion html Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at:

Internet Address (URL) http J/wwwepa gov
Recycled/Recyclable . Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Posiconsumer Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and intergovernmental Relations at 

or (202) 564-2095.

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

The Honorable John Garamendi 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 2051 5 

Dear Congressman Garamendi: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CU 2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework fbr Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (CO2.) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.17 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO 2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

17 The revised draft 1rame\%ork. SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
htip: T.I	Hifl.ik' I'	- -	ii	1'i'. ii. -, UI-I! . I iil. Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
re ie process can be found at: h i Lt'	', '	H - 

Internet Address (URL) . http //www epa gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorrne Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 

or (202) 564-2095.

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UMTED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION 

The Honorable Dan Benishek 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Benishek: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework tar Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (CO2) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.'8 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO 2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

8 The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
hii1i	liii tLch itt.. ..IDLmi'!on' bIO...LItLL Lt1tIHOfl Il/ID! Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at:

Internet Address (URL) . http //wwwepa gov 
Recycled/Recyclable . Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA' s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Iewisphcaov or (202) 564-2095.

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION 

The Honorable Kurt Schrader 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Schrader: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (CO 2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework Jor Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (CO2) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.19 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

9 The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
Itttp	pi .o	11111 ItLch ill	flN'Ioi1' hIo..LlIt. LIDNIOfl' Iittril Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at: itip: \w\y JLDOV db. 
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the	 s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
U jjp 1 pgy or (202) 564-2095.

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
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The Honorable Mark Pocan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Pocan: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf 

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogeriic carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework/or Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (CO2,, ) from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.2° 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO 2 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

20 The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
n	dint 1tL.h H1,( h(mt'.Ion' hiO.LtIt(. (fl I' trt' html Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 

review process can be found at: t tp:wv 'A. jaov 
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPAs Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
lewJpshcpagpv or (202) 564-2095.

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 

or (202) 564-2095.

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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